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Without Fear
In many countries on both sides of the Atlantic, elections have recently taken
place. New leaders emerge from these democratic consultations, often with a
new style, sometimes with new orientations. Each country is offered a renewed,
and sometimes unexpected, vision of itself, as deeply held opinions and usually
submerged tendencies get a chance to come out into the open and to send a
message which can be rather different from the official discourses of the media
and professional politicians.
Many will agree it does not make for an easy world to live in. Is not our first wish
for peace? Wherever conflicting views and diverging priorities happen to appear
not only next door, but even in our own family and house, it seems difficult to
enjoy fully the peace of our garden. Visiting a big city could soon become a
surprisingly daunting project, let alone travelling to foreign countries. Where
are the true friends? Who are the genuine allies? Are not we surrounded by
potential enemies? Where is the border that will ensure safety?
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn famously answered this last question in his often
quoted speech at Harvard in 1975 : “The line dividing good and evil cuts through the heart of
every human being”. The border is not outside, but within. Peace is rooted in the
ground of our own heart.
Working at the peace of his own heart: this could be deemed a genuine
description of the main activity of the monk. What we said above explains why,
in the end, this is not at all selfish. On the contrary, it has a social dimension,
even a political one. The peace in the city – the polis – begins with the fight for
peace within my heart. The world community results from the search for
personal reconciliation and unity.
Peace, however, will not come as a fruit only of my own efforts, essential though
these may be. Christian monasteries witness to a higher source for peace: Christ
himself, “for in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.” (Col 1:1920). The Easter season when I write these lines is basically a celebration of
Christ's victorious restoration of peace in human hearts through His passion
and resurrection.
It is from a renewed discipleship, friendship, union, and intimacy with Christ
that we shall find inner peace and possibly become “peacemakers” (cf. Mt 5:9). It
will not mean that we shall be “gentle”, or, as it were, “soft”. We might very
probably show ourselves rather strong and determined. But above all, we shall
be at peace because we shall not fear what has not to be feared – such things as
losing, suffering, or dying – but only what is worth being frightened of – such
things as lying, betraying, and being successful for this life only.
May all who enjoy the peace of Quarr – and I hope they will be always more
numerous- understand from Whom this peace comes, and decide to make their
way towards Him. Without fear.
+Abbot Xavier

Friends of Quarr
It is now four years since the launch of
the Friends of Quarr in May 2013; since
the launch, the Friends have worked
hard to achieve the aims set out in our
membership leaflet of helping to raise
the profile and promote the abbey and
encourage visitors, now numbering
70,000 a year. We have endeavoured to
enhance the Abbey by raising over
£36,000 towards the Visitor Centre and
this year work was completed on the
donated accessible toilet facility with a
hoist and in addition a much needed
extra unisex toilet located in the
courtyard of the Visitor Centre. The
Walled Garden Project is now nearing
completion. This Grade 1 listed North
East wall of the walled garden was a
restoration project undertaken solely
by the Friends of Quarr, helping to
maintain the abbey’s historic buildings.
An extra 3 metres of wall has been
incorporated into the project in
accordance with listed buildings
consent. The gate is now in place and it
is hoped that the project will be “Signed
Off “ soon.
On April 29th the Friends and the
Community organised the first day
retreat at Quarr Abbey, which was a big
success with 30 attendees from all over
the Island, Portsmouth and
Southampton. The attendees joined the
Community for Mass and the offices of
Sext and None. Abbot Xavier gave a
spiritually uplifting talk “In the light of
Continued on next page
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Easter”. Many of the attendees
requested a repeat session. Most people
found the experience uplifting.

If you would like to join the Friends
please email me, Dr Rebecca Ashton:
chair.friends@quarr.org.

The Friends hope to arrange another
day Retreat at the end of the year,
details will be posted on the Quarr
Abbey website and on the Friends of
Quarr noticeboard in the Teashop.
The fundraiser, Friends of Quarr Sale of
Quarr Quilts on 20th and 21st May was
in aid of sponsoring an intern at the
abbey this summer and to help sponsor
a theological conference. The event
raised £2,400 and I am happy to say will
be sufficient to cover both. For
information on internships contact Fr.
Luke: interns@quarr.org and for
theological conferences Fr. Brian:
procurator@quarr.org
The quilts have been specially made for
the Friends by Julia Trahair, an Oblate of
the Abbey. It has been a two year
project which can only be described as a
labour of love. Julia, a textile artist also
made hand painted silk scarves for the
sale. A further 6 quilts have been sold
and the proceeds from these sales will
be in aid of the final expenses on the
Walled Garden Project.
The sale of Julia’s quilts and scarves has
so far raised £3020 in total, thus far,
with 3 more quits to sell.
I would like to thank Julia on behalf of
the Friends who are grateful that the
success of this sale has enabled us to
support the three projects in the Abbey.
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MARCH 10th – 11th The Friday and
Saturday of the first week in Lent saw the
community and a goodly number of
visitors, both religious and lay, gathering
in the Archway Meeting Room for the
second of Quarr's occasional series of
theological conferences. The speaker was
an American Dominican, Fr. Romanus
Cessario, and in the course of four talks he
spoke on a variety of topics, all reflecting
contemporary concerns : the relationship
between justice and mercy, the power of
the sacraments, celibacy and priesthood,
and divine predestination and the
universal saving will of God.
Fr. Romanus was a devoted disciple of St.
Thomas Aquinas and possessed of a very
sharp mind. He occasionally called upon
his assistant, Fr. Cajetan Cuddy, a fellow
Dominican of the New York province, for
a word, and whose crystal clear
interventions were invariably informative.

The Bindery
There has been a bindery at Quarr
since the monks came in 1907, and
until about 20 years ago its main
function was to keep the extensive
library in repair.
The bindery was then expanded,
and began to accept work from
outside clients. The main
emphasis was on book repair and
restoration, although several
books have also been created to
clients’ specifications.
This year the Bindery has been
joined by Oblate, Mr Simon
Norris. As well as restoration and
repair work we are now very
happy to receive magazines or
journals to be bound. If you have
anything to be bound please
contact us on bindery@quarr.org

For the Chronicler the most thought
provoking conference was the fourth and
last, devoted to the doctrine of divine
predestination in the work of the 18th
century French theologian, St. Louis
Grignion de Montfort. Writing at a time
when theologians all to often found
themselves in an impasse when discussing
the nature of the roles played by divine
grace and human freedom in the drama of
salvation, St. Louis approached the matter
from an unexpected and pastorally
sensitive angle. He emphasised the
universal role of Mary, the mother of the
Redeemer in mediating the salvation of
her Son, and sought to encourage souls by
reminding them of the signs of penitence,
devotion and the humble seeking after the
Will of God, which typically manifested
the divine election. It reminded the
Chronicler of the preaching of St.
Bernard, the medieval Cistercian Abbot,
who sought to comfort his monks, fearful
of the hidden judgement of God, by
showing them the signs of the saving
work of God already evident in their lives.

two portraits of Fr. Abbot which
Sarah had recently completed.
The smaller of the two is half
length, and shows a radiantly
smiling Abbot before a window
and the characteristic
brickwork of Quarr. All is
painted with the artist's
customary light and flickering
brushwork.

Fr Romanus Cessario
These are deep and mysterious matters
which are rarely raised and we can be
thankful to Fr. Romanus for bringing
them and much else into the light.
APRIL 3rd – 6th An old friend of the
community arrived this morning. Fr.
Henry Wansborough, monk of
Ampleforth Abbey and Scripture scholar
appeared just in time to give the first
conference in our Lenten retreat. The
theme of the first five talks was St. Paul's
Letter to the Romans, and Fr. Henry gave
us a clear and comprehensive exposition
of the whole letter. But what made his
teaching especially memorable was the
way in which he grounded the text in
what we know of the historical and social
realities of the time. Providentially we
were reading Mary Beard's book on
Pompeii in the refectory, and Fr. Henry
was able to show us images of Pompeian
houses and grafitti which provided a living
context to the moral exhortations found
in Paul's letter.

The larger portrait is the more
inventive. It is a full length
study, and Fr. Abbot is shown
standing in a strong breeze,
with his monastic clothing
twisting and turning in the
wind. The torso has also been
boldly cut off by the right edge
of the panel,while on the left
side a brilliant patch of blue
draws the eye beyond the figure
into a distant view of the Solent seen from
the terrace of Quarr. The terrace appears
almost as the deck of a ship and Fr. Abbot
its captain, alert, looking out, scanning
the horizon. The community is very
grateful to Sarah, for her generosity.
MAY 4th Fr. Abbot and the Chronicler
took the 9.00 ferry from Fishbourne this
morning on our way to Douai Abbey in

Berkshire. We were travelling as Quarr
Abbey's contribution to the Golden
Jubilee celebrations of Fr. Boniface and Fr.
Finbar's ordination to the Priesthood. We
arrived in plenty of time to be welcomed
by Fr. Finbar before proceeding to the
Abbey Church for Mass, pausing on the
way to admire the new portrait of Abbot
Geoffrey of Douai. Abbot Geoffrey was
chief celebrant at Mass and in his homily
he emphasized the sacramental vocation
of the priest to be an “alter Christus”
(another Christ ), to live a life in
conformity with that of the Lord, and to
preside over the Eucharist which lies at
the heart of the life of the Church. It being
the Feast of the English and Welsh Martyrs
of the Reformation, Abbot Geoffrey
recalled the priests, often newly ordained,
who laid down their lives for just that
truth of the Faith and Christian Life. After
Mass, the Community of Douai welcomed
us to a very fine buffet lunch held in the
monastic refectory, where community
and visitors, religious and lay alike enjoyed
a very happy meal together in honour of
the two jubilarians. Alas! All too soon the
Quarr contingent had to leave the joyful
communion in order to catch the ferry
home. We arrived, just in time, for Vespers
for the Feast.

The final conference of the retreat treated
of the Passion of Christ, and once again,
photographs taken on one of Fr. Henry's
many visits to the Holy Land illuminated
his discussion of Gospel texts. The
Chronicler, for one, had never realised
quite how closely Calvary adjoined the
group of tombs to which the body of the
Lord was taken, and quite how large and
heavy were the stones which sealed them.
It was an excellent preparation for Holy
Week.
APRIL 13th At three o'clock this
afternoon, Fr. Abbot and the Chronicler
met the local artist Sarah Talbot to receive

Fr Abbot, Sarah Talbot and the new portraits
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The Iron Church

R

ELIGIOUS intolerance in late 19th
century France meant the Solesmes
Community’s tenure of the
Abbey of St Pierre was fraught with
difficulty. A July 1901 law, giving religious
orders three months to apply for a licence
to exist legally, led Solesmes to look for a
home in England, a monastic community
of the Congregation having already been
established at Farnborough in 1895. By
August, Dom Maurice Noetinger reported
that he had found a house on the Isle of
Wight and a small group arrived to take up
residence at Appuldurcombe House,
Wroxall. They were joined by the
remainder of the Community, numbering
an estimated 80, by late September.
When any thoughts of return to France
were dispelled by a new government, it
was decided in September 1902 to build a
temporary church. The Community had
in its number two architects – Dom Jules
Mellet, whose father and younger brother
were also architects, and who had built the
North wing of Solesmes Abbey in 1896, and
Paul Bellot, who joined the Community in
October of that year. Both Dom Mellet
and Dom Bellot had studied at the École
des Beaux-Arts, in Paris.
The church, referred to as ‘The Iron
Church’ and designed by Dom Mellet, was
based on the design of the Chapter House
at Solesmes. It was considered too small
for the nine altars Dom Noetinger wished
to install and the space was widened along
its whole length. The stalls were made to
Dom Mellet’s design by Alexandre
Baumier, the carpenter at Solesmes. In
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early 1903, correspondence between Dom
Noetinger and a St Malo Railway
Company explains the French maker
should mark each item with hot iron, so
that, in the case of an eventual return to
France, the stalls could be taken back duty
free. Built by Thomas Brading of Ventnor,
the church was opened on March 21 1903.
The stalls were sent by rail and steamer
from France and in place by the summer.
Appuldurcombe House with the Iron Church on the left

The lease agreement on Appuldurcombe
House was established on the basis of
three, four and seven years. The second
lease ended in 1908. Mr Williams, the
landlord, refused to shorten the period of
the third lease, or to undertake any
repairs. Paying full rent, plus the added
costs of vital repairs to Appuldurcombe,
forced Dom Noetinger to concede it ‘was a
very expensive price to pay for being badly

housed.’ He decided to move the
Community once again. The nuns of St
Cecile de Solesmes, now established in
Ryde, and with the help of Mgr Cotter,
Auxiliary Bishop of Portsmouth, arranged
for the purchase of Quarr House which
was completed in May 1907. Work on the
new buildings at Quarr to designs by Dom
Bellot soon began, and was undertaken by
Henry Linington, of Wroxall, who also
won the contract to transport the church
from Appuldurcombe to Quarr. Dom
Bellot was asked to design the Monastery
and Church at Quarr, due to Dom Mellet's
poor health.
In April 1908, the church was dismantled
and hauled to Quarr by George Childs, St
Boniface Stone Quarries, Ventnor, who
quoted the weight as an ‘estimated 110
tons’. Henry Linington was at the same
time carting bricks from Jenkins’ Yard in
Newport to strengthen the weak roads
leading to the site, which were not
considered strong enough to support a
traction engine.
When the Iron Church became redundant
following Dom Bellot’s completion of
Quarr Abbey Church in 1912, it was
advertised in ‘The Tablet’ as a donation.
Several interested parties came forward,
including His Grace, The Archbishop of
Birmingham, whose architect was invited
to come and meet with Dom Mellet, still

living at Quarr. On February 14, 1913, Dom
Noetinger writes: ‘The Right Reverend
Abbot hopes that you will take your lunch
with us (at noon) he is sorry not to be able
to give you a bed room, but all the cells are
filled and the guest house is to be erected
at the very spot where the iron church lies
now’. On April 21, 1913, Fr Jean-Baptiste
from the Cistercian Community at
Woodbarton, Kingsbridge, Devon, visited
Quarr to see the Church.
A telegram dated June 2 1913 from
Shephard Bros General Carriers of Newport
to Dom Noetinger reveals: ‘Re removal of
Church. With further reference to our
letter of the 8th ult. we have pleasure in
informing you that delivery of the Church
to the Revd Pere Jean Baptiste was
completed on Saturday last & we hold that
gentleman’s signature for same.’
A new chapter was beginning for 'The Iron
Church'.

Diana Wood

(Volunteer Archivist of Quarr)
Quarr Abbey is a Catholic community
of Benedictine monks of the Solesmes
Congregation. If you wish to contact us
please write to guestmaster@quarr.org
or Quarr Abbey, Ryde, I.O.W. PO33 4ES.
Our website address is
www.quarrabbey.org

Quarr Abbey
Guests

the Guesthouse and Recruitment

Hospitality is our chief apostolate here
at Quarr. We are happy that this should
be so, and we are anxious that it should
be extended to a wider spectrum of the
population. In particular we are aware
that our guesthouse is the chief means
of recruitment for our novitiate. It is
therefore most important that as many
young people as possible should be
encouraged to visit us and spend time
here. We don't expect them to attend all
the services: most guests come at least
to Mass and Vespers, and Compline is
also popular. The congregation at
Matins at 5.30 has much increased since
we put it into English. There is plenty of
time for reading in our daily schedule,
and for a wide variety of activities to
enhance and profit from our beautiful
rural and coastal situation.
The purpose of this note is to ask our
regular guests and friends to consider
inviting their sons and grandsons to
come to Quarr with them. Likewise, we
would suggest that it would be helpful
for godfathers and uncles to encourage
godsons and nephews to come along.
For those in easy reach of the Island a
first day visit with lunch in the refectory
might be the best option, followed by a
weekend or mid-week stay. In this way
young people would be introduced
gradually to the idea that the
monastery is a place to come to deepen
one's spiritual life, and that the
experience is an agreeable one.
Once a young man knows his way to
Quarr he may still need encouragement
or financial help to get here. While we
are happy to receive young people
without payment we do need our
friends to be aware that we have to earn
our living and to balance our books, so
gifts to the guesthouse to cover this
expense are most welcome, especially if
they are GiftAided. It should be noted
that for legal reasons we are only able to
receive those under 18 if they are
accompanied by a guardian.
Of course, longer stays by young men
18-25 are provided for by our intern
programme:
www.quarrabbey.org
see under monastic life – internships
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Easter
Day
2017
Father Abbot’s
Homily

In a garden near the city wall, not far
from the place Jesus was crucified, there
was a tomb. On that first day of the
week, a woman went there before
sunrise. She was deeply bereaved. She
had lost a friend and a master. She had
met many men in her life – actually it
had been her job, as it were, to meet
many – but never had she found
someone like him. Never had someone
spoken to her in such a way. No other
had ever loved her so that she could feel
considered – more than that: that she
could exist and be herself to the full and
even feel in her inmost heart a desire to
be better. This man had taught her what
love really is: something infinitely
greater than the human heart,
something like an invitation into a
greater heart, into this unique Man's
Heart. And this unique Man's Heart
seemed to be infinitely wide and deep:
rich in mercy, full of goodness,
overflowing with generosity, and, at the
same time, perfectly simple, meek and
peaceful. This woman had lost a friend
whose Heart spoke to her of the best of
God's Heart. She had lost the man who
had brought her back to God Her
Father.
In a garden near the city wall, there was
a tomb from which the closing stone
had been taken away. It could mean all
sort of things, and all sort of ideas went
through the mind of this woman as she
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was running back to Simon
Peter and the other disciple,
“the one whom Jesus loved”.
“They have taken the Lord
out of the tomb, and we do
not know where they have
laid him”. It was not her, not
we. 'They' had done it. People
of some sort must have
intervened since things were
not as they should have been.

In a garden near the city wall,
two disciples and a woman
inspected the empty tomb.
There was a intense silence in
their minds, because the
empty tomb was full of
peace. Things were very
much in order, actually. The
linen cloth was there like a
suit someone has just taken
off, and the special cloth for
the head was “rolled up in a
place by itself”. There was no
sign of violence or disruption.
The place of death was
simply empty. Empty, quiet, and also, as
it were, meaningless, irrelevant. Death
was not a place for this Man. Neither
was it one for His disciples. Life had
continued somewhere else.

In a garden near the city wall, the three
disciples of the dead Man were slowly
welcoming the good news of His
resurrection. They were the Church,
the first community, gathered on the
first day of the week. They had come to
mourn a death, but instead of that they
were learning a new life. Jesus whom
Peter, John and Mary Magdalene had so
intensely admired and loved, was
inviting them into His new condition
and His new presence. They had always
trusted Him. How could they not trust
Him now? John first “saw and believed”.
He saw the empty tomb and he believed
the resurrection. The Church was
beginning to be the community of the
believers who share in the Spirit of Jesus,
raised from the dead, who
communicate in the joy of His
indestructible life.
In a garden near the city wall, a new
world was beginning. Through Baptism
and Eucharist, we share in this
beginning. We are with them in the
garden. The life we welcome in faith is
stronger than death. It will have no end.
It comes directly from the Heart of God.
This Heart is our Fatherland for ever.

Inauguration of
the Restored
Organ
When the Solesmes Community
dedicated their newly built church at
Quarr in 1912, they inagurated at the
same time their organ. This instrument
came from the workshop of the
reknowned organ builder Charles
Mutin in Paris, heir to the prestigious
Cavaillé-Coll family.
It is no suprise that after more than one
hundred years the organ needed
restoration. Andrew Cooper, organ
builder based on the Isle of Wight, and
his team worked on this during the last
months of 2016 and the beginning of the
present year.
The restored organ will be officially
inaugurated on Saturday 29th July at
2.30 pm. After the blessing by Abbot
Xavier, a recital will be given by Maestro
Hamish Dustagheer, Maestro di
Cappella at St. John's Co-Cathedral,
Malta.
On Sunday 30th July at 3pm the French
organists Florence Rousseau and Loïc
Georgeault, Titulars of the ChoirOrgan of Rennes Cathedral, will give
another concert.
On Monday 1st August, Andrew
Cooper will give a lecture-concert at
3pm, showing and explaining the
different possibilities of the instrument
and proposing a guided tour of the
instrument.
From 29th July morning to 1st August
evening, an exhibition in the Archway
Meeting Room (near the Visitor
Centre) will show the progress of the
restoration work.
The access to all these events is free of
charge.

Lord Byron’s other side
Byron’s public image is of an aristocratic,
glamorous, witty, and disreputable poet.
One avowedly atheist website lists him
confidently as an atheist.
I want to show something of Byron’s
other side. He was no saint but he was not
an atheist. His poetry and letters are
riddled with quotations from all parts of
the Bible which he read regularly and he
wrote two plays--Cain and Heaven and
Earth— which dramatise scenes from
Genesis.
He was strongly influenced by Calvinism
through his early education in Aberdeen
but later reacted against it. He stayed in an
Italian Capuchin monastery in Athens
when he was twenty two. Fra Paolo
recalled that the poet came to him once in
profound melancholy — 'he asked to live
in a friar's cell, to eat with us. He clasped
my hands as he called me Father. Then he
moved towards a corner of my room, and
taking down a beautiful crucifix which I
had brought from Rome, he put it in my
hands. I offered it to Byron, saying to him:
“Here is the comforter of the
misfortunate.” He took it with rapture
and kissing it several times he added with
his eyes bathed in tears: “My hands will
not desecrate it for long, and my mother
will soon be the guardian of your precious
memento”’. Records indicate that there
was a large crucifix in Byron’s study at his
home —Newstead Abbey which, of
course, was most unusual at that time.
Byron moved from Scotland to Newstead
when, aged ten, he inherited the title. The
house is built round and incorporates the
cloister of the original Augustinian priory.
He sometimes dressed up as a monk for
the amusement of his friends there and for
masquerades in London. The monastic
connection continued when he came to
live in Venice. There he went regularly to
the Armenian monastery on San Lazzaro,
often staying a whole day, where he was
tutored in the language (‘My lessons are in
the Psalms and Father Pasqual is a very
attentive preceptor’). Whilst there he
translated 3 Corinthians and its
companion Epistle from the Corinthians
which are in the Armenian Apocrypha
but not in the Catholic canon. There is an
international conference on Byron in
Yerevan, Armenia in July this year.
Byron entered into Italian life and became
increasingly sympathetic to Italian

by Bernard Beatty

Catholicism. His habitual
generosity came to resemble
Catholic acts of charity to the
poor (his Pisan accounts list
gifts to 'a poor old lame
woman', two Franciscan nuns'
'ten poor men') and he saw it
as this: 'met an old man.
Charity—purchased “a
shilling's worth of salvation.”'
Byron's valet reminisced after
Byron's death: 'I have seen my Lord
repeatedly, on meeting or passing any
religious ceremonies,...dismount his horse
and fall on his knees, and remain in that
posture till the procession had passed.'
The contrast with Goethe's, Coleridge's,
Shelley's or the Brownings' relationship
to Italian Catholicism is obvious. They
look down on it or see through it. Byron
does not. Indeed, by his decision, his
illegitimate daughter Allegra was brought
up as Catholic and sent to a convent
school.
The reasons for this are complex. Byron,
like Baudelaire, always had a strong
conviction of what he called ‘The
ineradicable taint of sin’ and admired the
way that Catholicism seemed to deal with
it. Thus he said to the brother of his Italian
mistress, the Contessa Teresa Guiccioli: ‘If
Catholicism, after all, suggests difficulties
of a nature which it is difficult for reason
to get over, are these less great than those
which Protestantism creates? Are not all
the mysteries common to both creeds?
Catholicism at least offers the consolation
of Purgatory, of the Sacraments, of
absolution and forgiveness; whereas
Protestantism is barren of consolation for
the soul. Teresa comments that ‘this
profession of faith, expressed by such a
man as Lord Byron, in a calm and
dispassionate tone, produced a great
impression upon the young count'.
I don’t think that it is a profession of faith
but the sympathetic understanding of
Catholicism is obvious.
Another clue is Byron’s fascination with
the cross links between material and
spiritual worlds. When he was twenty he
said 'I have refused to take the Sacrament
because I do not think that eating Bread
or drinking wine from the hand of an
earthly vicar, will make me an Inheritor of
Heaven’ but Italian Catholicism gave him
a different perspective on this. An English

Newstead Abbey, home of Lord Byron

traveller in Italy in the 1830s, William Rae,
reacts with horror to ‘the tendency of
Catholicism to unspiritualise religion; to
divest it as much as possible of its
mentality if such a term be allowable by
rendering all that is connected with it
tangible, material, corporeal.’ Byron’s
reaction is exactly the opposite of this: ‘I
am really a great admirer of tangible
religion...What with incense, pictures,
statues, altars, shrines, relics, and the real
presence, confession, absolution,—there
is something sensible to grasp at.’
This sympathetic understanding
produced the extraordinary Catholic
heroine at the end of Byron’s Don Juan.
She is a Catholic who, ‘radiant and grave’,
is somehow in touch with the
contemplative life still palpable in the now
secularised ‘Norman Abbey’ ( a
fictionalised Newstead). Byron said of her
‘She look'd as if she sat by Eden's
door/And grieved for those who could
return no more.’ Byron links her with the
statue of Our Lady which still stands above
the entrance of the ruined church. He
writes of this:
But in a higher niche, alone, but crowned,
The Virgin Mother of the God-born Child,
With her Son in her blessed arms, look'd
round.
It is telling that The Virgin Mother is still
present in this act of looking and we feel a
reciprocal tenderness in these words.
Byron was no saint, no monk, nor a
Catholic but there is another side to him
which is not often acknowledged and
should be.
Bernard is an editor emeritus of QAN, an
authority on Byron and has an article on
Byron and Italian Catholicism appearing
in a book of essays on Byron and Italy due
to be published by Manchester University
Press this year.
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Prayer and Masses
for the Dead
Fr. Gregory Corcoran

P r ay e r
All over the world our churches and
monasteries are available for many hours
each day as refuges from the busy world
and to foster the spirit of prayer. Quarr
Abbey is a just such place of prayer. The
primary task of monks is to pray, both in
public and in private, for the needs of the
world, and especially for peace. Prayer, the
greatest resource of humanity, is always
focussed on God, the Author of Life. In
prayer we seek to align our will with the
will of God, who is always more ready to
bestow his gifts than we can be to ask for
them. We do not only pray for ourselves,
but for one another,commending to God
those whom God loves and cares for
infinitely more than we can. Our prayer
for one another is the greatest of gifts, a
true act of friendship.

eternal life with himself. Our personal sins
are the barrier to our entering that life,so
we have to attain to complete purification
from sin before we can rejoice in the vision
of God, which is eternal life. The Church
teaches that a?ll who die in God's grace and
friendship, but still imperfectly purified,
are indeed assured of their eternal
salvation; but after death they undergo
purification, so as to achieve the holiness
necessary to enter the joy of heaven. Since
it is a stage on our journey to God those
who attain it are indeed Holy Souls,
assured of their salvation in Christ. The
Church gives the name Purgatory to this
final purification of the elect, which is
entirely different from the punishment of
the damned. Texts from the New
Testament 1 Cor 3:15 and 1 Pet 1:7 speak of
purification 'as by fire'.

F or the living and the dead

M ont l i ge on

Just as our love is not limited to the living,
but extends to those who have died, so we
are not limited to praying only for the
living, we can pray also that the souls of
the faithful departed may rest in peace. In
the words of the catechism: "In full
consciousness of this communion of the
whole Mystical Body of Jesus Christ, the
Church in its pilgrim members, from the
very earliest days of the Christian religion,
has honoured with great respect the
memory of the dead; and 'because it is a
holy and a wholesome thought to pray for
the dead that they may be loosed from
their sins'. She offers her suffrages for
them." Our prayer for them is capable not
only of helping them, but also of making
their intercession for us effective. The
Church also commends almsgiving,
indulgences, and works of penance
undertaken on behalf of the dead.

Need for purificat i on
Prayer for the dead is an expression of our
faith in the resurrection of Christ, who
calls his disciples, all the baptised, to
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Quarr Abbey has long been associated with
Montligeon in Normandy, where this
prayer for the dead is joined with devotion
to Our Lady as Consoler of the Afflicted. It
is the centre of the the Fraternity of Prayer
for the Souls in Purgatory, where a
welcome is offered to all who are afflicted
and especially to the bereaved. The founder,
Father Buguet formed a community to
offer the support of an attentive ear and
the consolation of hope in the
resurrection, so that the bereaved and all
pilgrims may be encouraged to ever deeper
confidence in the merciful love of God.

disciples. In Holy Communion, the
receiving of the Body and Blood of Christ,
we receive a pledge of eternal life.

Tr a d i t i on
It has long been the tradition of the
Church to pray for the dead especially at
Mass. There is a well-known passage in the
Confessions of St Augustine of Hippo in
which his mother, at the end of her life,
exhorts her son to remember her when he
celebrates the Eucharist. Similarly, St
Bede, on his deathbed, sends for the priests
of his monastery of Jarrow and asks them
to celebrate Masses for him. These records
from the fourth and the eighth centuries
are not simply concerned with prayer for
the dead, but with offering Masses for the
the souls of the faithful departed. Even
now, when priests are ordained, they are
given power to offer Masses for the living
and the dead.

Mass offerings
For many centuries it has been normal for
the faithful to request a priest to offer Mass
for their intention, be it for themselves or
for another, living or dead. The offering,
made according to the means of donors,
shows they share in the concern of the
Church for the support of the clergy.
Blessed Paul VI also adds this thought: By
making a Mass offering the faithful unite
themselves more closely with Christ
offering himself as victim, thus deriving
more abundant fruit from the sacrifice.

P r a c t i c al i t i e s
You can ask for Masses for your intentions
to be said at Quarr Abbey, even if you
cannot be present. When you make your
offering please indicate your name and the
name of the person(s) for whom you wish
Mass to offered. Feel free to indicate a
preferred date(s) if you wish. The
minimum offering in England should be
of the order of £10 – £20, unless otherwise
agreed. If you wish for acknowledgement,
please say so.

P a s s i on of Christ,
the sou rce of purificat i on

C a no n Law pro vides strict safeguards
f or this hal l ow ed practice.

All purification comes to us through the
passion, death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God who died for our
sins and rose for our justification. He loved
us and gave himself for us. Sunday by
Sunday the Christian community gathers
to celebrate the wonder of our salvation in
the Mass. Here the Risen Lord is present:
he is the Bread of Life who gives life to his

For further information see the
Montligeon website,montligeon.org and
for a much
fuller statement of Catholic doctrine see
The Catchism of the Catholic Church.
www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/_INDEX.
God bless you. Quarr Abbey, Quarr Road,
Ryde Isle of Wight PO33 4ES

